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The tern "contrast agent" refers to a biocompatible (non-toxic) radiopaque 
material capable of being monitored during injection into a mammalian subject 
by, for example, radiography. The contrast agent can be either water soluble 
or water insoluble. Examples of water soluble contrast agents include 
metrizamide, iopamidol, iothalamate sodium, iodomide sodium, and meglumine . 
The term "water insoluble contrast agent" refers to contrast agents which are 
insoluble in water (i.e., has a water solubility of less than 0.01 milligrams 
per milliliter at 20. degree. C. ) and include tantalum, tantalum oxide and 
barium sulfate, each of which is commercially available in the proper form for 
in vivo use and preferably having a particle size of 10 .mu.m or less. Other 
water insoluble contrast agents include gold, tungsten and platinum powders. 
Methods for preparing such water insoluble biocompatible contrast agents having 
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